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Tommy A. Thompson, Pastor

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

It seems it was only yesterday | received the call from our district su-
perintendent informing me of the news that | had been projected for an ap-
pointment at Grace on the Eastern Shore. | remember the whirlwind of emo-
tions | was caught up in that day. | was seized by the excitement of a new op-
portunity to serve Christ in a new context. | was overjoyed at the prospect of
being Christian and doing Christian ministry with brothers and sisters who |
had yet to meet. | was scared to death to live on a narrow strip of land that is
surrounded by the great chaotic waters we call the Atlantic Ocean. My mouth
was watering as | could imagine the fragrance of fresh crab cakes being made
in my own kitchen. My soul was dancing as | imagined what it would be like
to worship with wonderful people in a beautiful sanctuary with a pipe organ
week in and week out. Yet | felt pain. | was sad because of the reality of los-
ing relationships that God's grace had nurtured so beautifully. | was angry
for having to go to a place that | did not choose. | was beginning to grieve
much loss. | was fearful of the unknown.

| remember sharing the news with Leslie first and then Daniel and
Hannah. They, too, were filled with an array of emotions: grief over the loss
of relationships, anxiety over the loss of employment, sadness over the idea of
leaving behind what had become familiar; yet a sense of renewed vigor for the
path that God's grace had opened for us to journey.

It has been refreshing to experience the grace of God readying my fam-
ily in such a short time period for the journey that lies ahead. Hannah is in-
viting all of her friends at school to come and live with her on what she imag-
ines is an endless beach. Daniel is looking forward to exercising his skills as a
junior marine biologist; and Leslie is looking forward to learning to bake one
of those wonderful Smith Island cakes that we have heard so much about.

These whirlwinds that envelop us are the whirlwinds of life. They
come unexpectedly and take us on a tour of the rolling hills of human emo-
tion. This is the stuff of real life and you are real people. Like our family, you
have been through much confusion, grief, joy, and hope in these past few
months. Even though you celebrate newness, you grieve loss. Though you
look forward to what God has in store for our parish, you are scared of the un-

known, of that which is not familiar. .
SeePastords Le

tter




Page Notes from Grace July 2010

Past or é&msinuelf@nt Ftore Fage Sisters and brothers in Christ, we share the same human feel-
ings, and, thanks be to God, we share the same faith in the triune God
whose grace is sufficient in times such as these!

0Great is thy faithfulness, Great is thy f
Morning by morning new mercies | see

All I have needed thy hand hath provided

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me."

In the midst of such whirlwinds, God's faithfulness is assuring and reassuring. We are God's peo-
ple and we are surrounded by God's people --that great cloud of withesses that cheers us on, reminding
us of God's faithfulness throughout the generations. The same God who called Abram from all that is
familiar and into the unknown of his gracious provision is the same God who calls us! The same God
who called Moses to be the avenue through which a new people would be formed calls us! The same God
who called Elijah to challenges that seemed impossible and brought forth new life in the midst of desert
experiences calls us! The same God who called forth David to face Goliath calls us! The same God who
brought reform through Josiah calls us! The same God who taught his people to hope through his proph-
ets, calls us! The same God who saw Mary as fitting to nurture his only Son in her womb calls us! The
same God who became one with us in Jesus Christ calls us! The same God who lived life for us calls us!
The same God who died for us calls us! And the same God who death could not hold in the tomb calls us
forth! This God has proven to be faithful, and it is in this faithfulness that we can let our hair down and
simply rest and be.

Brothers and sisters, in the midst of the unknown, grace explodes bringing into existence that
which simply did not exist before. We have all been on an emotional roller coaster over the past few
weeks and months. We have been hopeful and fearful at the same time. It is okay. God has been
known to bring forth marvelous new creation in the midst of both hope and fear!

| am privileged to be your brother in Christ and look forward to becoming your pastor. | look for-
ward to the new things God is going to do in Parksley and beyond through Grace UMC. | invite you to
rest in the deep love of God for you as we journey together into the marvelous unknown of God's trans-
forming grace.

I leave you for now with this prayer of blessing from Ephesians 3:14  -21, a prayer that has shaped
my life and ministry as much as any other. It reveals my aspirations for our life in community together:

"| pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in
your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith,
as you are being rooted and grounded in love. | pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with
all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the
power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen."

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!

Pastor Tommy

aith
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Introducing Our New Pastor Sing To The Lord A New Song!

Tommy A. Thompson By Lana McKinzie
July 4th will be a spe-
cial service of celebration to
=~ introduce the congregation to
— = — Our new pastor. The choir has
={ \——\- alot of music to sing, but the
—\——J— congregation is also being
asked to participate in the
music, in particular the sung
Psalm response and Taize

The Reverend Tommy Thompson, from
Nashville, Tennessee, comes to us from Rock
Spring UMC on the Charlottesville District where
he served as pastor from 2007 -2010. Prior to
Rock Spring, Pastor Tommy
served parishes in Tennes-
see, Kentucky and West Vir-
ginia.

Pastor Tommy gradu- Communion Hymn.
ated from Trevecca Naza-
rene University in Nashville
with a Bachelors degree in
Religion/Pastoral Ministries.
! Following Trevecca, he at-
(v~ ) tended Asbury Theological

::k Seminary in Kentucky

) et 4 _ ter found in our hymnal contains 100 Psalms. For
where he earned his Masters . - .
our service on July 4, we will listen to the reading

and sing the response to Psalm 30.

Our Psalm reading will consist of a reading
and a sung response by the congregation. The book
of Psalms is the hymnbook of the Bible. Psalms,
spoken and sung, were fundamental to early Chris-
tian worship. John and Charles Wesley encouraged
Methodists to pray and sing the psalms. The Psal-

of Divinity. Reverend Thompson was ordained in
2006 in the Church of the Nazarene and at this
yeards Annual Conference wasDUinggammunior thecongrggation,will

member of the Virginia Annual Conference. join the choir in singing number 628 in the hymnal,
OEat This Breado. The words

very simple and the music is meant to be repeated
as often as necessary. This is music of the Taize
Community. Taize music is simple, easy to sing
and has a meditative and prayer -like quality, which
is why it is often used during Communion and
Pastor Tommy shares a deep love for the other prayer services.
sacramental life of the church, theology, music of
various genres, coffee, sports (particularly cy-
cling), and simply living life to the fullest. He
| ooks forward to Iliving
people here at Grace in Parksley.

Reverend Thompson is married to his col-
lege sweetheart, Leslie Ragland and they have
two children, Daniel (9), and Hannah Grace (5).
Tommy and Leslie are soon to celebrate their ten -
year wedding anniversary!

Before the service on July 4, we will have a
short practice session with congregation and choir.
The choir will demonstrate both the Psalm re- _
sBonsCe and fhe' @or‘nrﬁ%ion\’l\"’&mtn;qheneﬁ?e %o%gsre-

gation will join in.

With all of us working and singing together,

Pastor Tommy will preach his first we will be able to offer a beautiful (and musical)
service at Grace at 11 am on Sunday, July 4. first service to welcome Pastor Tommy and his fam-
There will be a Celebration of Appointment ily to Grace United Methodist Church.

Service during the Worship Service. There
will be no 9 am Chapel Service that Sunday.
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July Milestones

Each month, this column will celebrate special days in the lives of our church family including
birthdays, anniversaries and graduations. If you have an event or achievement you would like to share,
please let us know. Inthe event we overlook a special occasion for you or someone you know, please call
the church office so that we may announce it in the next issue of the newsletter.

foo July Birthdays
oo »
m C/j., William Galloway lll, Bob Steiner, Mary Lynn Borgstrom, Bill Woodsmall, David
< Greene, Marguerite Hopkins, Carol Hall, Jean Howard, Nancy Lewis, Parker
0}7‘: —;)ﬂn guy pki . Wi yW| |
K . Kellam, Martha Simpson, Rodney Smoot, Ricky Taylor, David Wilcox, Rita
p e Whittaker, Lucas Crockett, Madison Bloxom, Virginia Shipp, Frank Russell, Mary

Peters, Meridith Kellam, Jim Jones, Tommy Thompson

Bl[“tf](l Aﬁﬁ} S July Anniversaries

&ANNWHRS Tom and Layla Hines, Michael and Janice Hart

Steven and Lana McKinzie, Jimmie and Nell Eckard

Jamie and Blandy Davis, Tommy and Leslie Thompson
A belated Happy Anniversary to Rob and Lou Bloxom who had an anniversary in June!

In the event you have lost someone who would have celebrated a special day during July, please be
comforted in knowing that your church family is a source of fellowship and consolation.

/ Deepest sympathy is expressed to the family
[/ - of Dr. William E. Byrd who passed away on June
i . i 13, in Virginia Beach. He is survived by his wife,

Jane, and his children: William E. Byrd, Jr. (Billy) of

; e Accomac, George Byrd of Phoenix and Janie Byrd of
With (D()()p().st eSlePa” 7 Chesapeake.
Newsmakers

The Eastern Shore News contained pictures of members of the Grace family during June (with
apologies to anyone who was omitted): Tommy and James Hines were pictured in their Cub Scout
uniforms placing flags on the graves of veterans on Memorial Day;  Blair Bloxom  was pictured receiving
the 2010 Eastern Shore News Leadership Award; Madison Bloxom  and Allison Penney  were pictured

as part of the Broadwater softball t edohnTwhandcdbhnniyi ni s h
Wiliams wer e pictured with Bunky Doll e of Dollebds Candyl
Busi nessmends Ass Ghestealacksom was gidtured rgceiving an honorary alumnus

status at Broadwater Academy for his charity auction work; and last but not least, Charlie Kambar

onewé Cadill ac was pictured as part of the antique ¢
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Congratulations Graduates

The following students are
¢ | 2010 graduates and are part of the
extended Grace family. Congratu-
lations to both!

Sarah Thornton

7 will graduate in
X (TN (T |August from Gupton -Jones College
GRADUATES of Mortuary Science in Atlanta

with a degree in Mortuary Science.
She graduated in 2009 from The College of William
and Mary with degrees in Business Administration
and Psychology. After completing an apprentice-
ship and her examination boards, she will work

with her family at Thornton Funeral Home and
Crematory Services in Parksley. She is the daugh-
ter of Shelly and Carl Thornton and niece of Allen
and Tommye Sue Thornton.

Calvin Esham  will graduate from Delmar High
School in Delmar, Delaware. He will study engi-
neering at the University of Delaware. He is the
grandson of Bea and Dave Nelson.

Thanks to the Congregation and UMW for Meals __

On Sunday, May 30, a
delicious luncheon followed the
Churchds

HY@E?H Food was provided by the gen-
\_.—/ erous contributions of the con-

gregation. Attendance at the worship service was
185 people and over a hundred stayed for the
luncheon. Many who attended brought vegetables
and salads. Two large cakes decorated especially
for the Homecoming were served as dessert.

yHGe

On Wednesday, June 2, the UMW hosted a
dinner honoring Pastor Romy where the congrega-
tion bid farewell to Romy and Nieves Velasco. The
UMW provided the main courses and those attend-
ing brought side dishes and desserts.

Thanks to all who participated in both
church events!

Notes from Grace
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July Scripture Readers

Scripture Readers for the

9 am Chapel Service and 11 am
Worship Services are listed be-
low. If you would like to read
=" scripture during one of the wor-
' ship services, please use the

sign up sheet in the Chapel for
the 9 am Service and in the Narthex for the 11 am
Worship Service.

July 4 9 am No Chapel Service
11 am Mary Borgstrom

July 11 9am No Chapel Service
11am Jacci Harmon

July 18 9 am Need Volunteer
11 am Bob Peters

July 25 9 am Need Volunteer
11 am Margaret Miles
July Greeters

If you and/or your family
would like to welcome members
and visitors to church each Sun-
gé;‘/zef or a monthos
up on the sheets marked
0Greetersd in the
am Service and in the Narthex for
the 11 am Worship Service.

You should plan to arrive at the church ap-
proximately 15 minutes before the service to hand
out bulletins and welcome those attending.

9 am Chapel Service

Billy Ray Justis

11 am Worship Service
Amy and Rick Taylor

Ch
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Chﬂl‘ch Church Picnic to be Held on Sunday, July 11

p;cnlﬁg; On Sunday, July 11, Grace UMC will celebrate worship followed by

a picnic on the grounds of the home of Revell and Lisa Lewis on Onancock
Creek. The worship service will begin at 11 am.  There will be no 9 am
Chapel Service or Sunday School that Sunday!!

ﬁ %ﬂ!’m All members and friends of Grace are invited to attend. In the

) ’2'*- event of rain or threatening weather, a decision will be made at 10 am
about cancelling the picnic. At that time, you may call the church office,
665-4784, or the Lewis residence, 787 -3352, to find out if the picnic will go

on. The address is 18300 Hermitage Road, Onancock. Call ahead if you need directions!

The church picnic will also serve as an occasion to meet our new pastor and his family . Come
and enjoy worship, fellowship, food and music of the handbell choir!

Everyone is asked to bring a side dish or dessert if possible. Sign up sheets will be passed
around the 11 am Worship service on Sunday, July 4.
dogs, plates, napkins, utensils, cups and drinks. Please remember to bring your lawn chairs and wear
comfortable clothing!

This was a fun event last year and this year will be no exception!! See you there!

Membership Committee Delays Mailing Questionnaires to Househ

) The Membership Com- newsletters. We have no contact information
W%A&‘Sé mittee has delayed mailing a on these members. If you have a telephone
Membership Questionnaire to number, current address or a contact person for
. ’ . each household in our congrega- any of these members, please call the church
4‘1 4 tion until after the arrival of our office, 665-4783, from 9 am until 12, Monday

Wﬁﬁ/ﬂ'ﬂw new pastor. The Questionnaire through Friday.
1WA is the final part of updating the e Laine Like
""" church records that began over

six months ago. Information
provided will insure accuracy in the rolls.

Linda Morris
e Charlotte Newcomb

e Jerry Thornes
The forms will be used exclusively by the « Dorothy Johnson Thurston

Membership Committee and Pastor for the purpose
of completing membershlp |nf9rmat|on. Having ac- Bruce Clouser
curate membership records will enable the Pastor
o Terry Heavner )
to better serve the churchods mber s. 't will be es
. , o Lori Johnson
pecially important to correct 911 addresses and
mailing addresses if mistakes are present.

e Gayle Tucker

e Louise Dix Jones

o Patricia Ann Jones
The Membership Committee has listed the

names of the persons below in three consecutive

Billie Rae Jones
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e The church office will be closed on Monday,

July 5.

e The Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee
will meet at 7 pm on Tuesday, July 6.

e The Finance Committee and Administrative

Council will meet on July 12.

first meeting with our new pastor. Please plan

to attend!

o Deadline for the August issue of Notes from
Grace is Monday, July 26 at 9 am. Assembly

Notes from Grace
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News Briefs and Notes

7 pm. This is a change of date!

e Committee chairs should turn in their budget

This will be the .
to

requests to the Finance Committee by August
1 so that the 2011 Budget can be prepared
prior to Charge Conference in the Fall.

The United Methodist Women will serve lunch
t he

0Gl eanersoé on

There will be approximately 85 people for a

dent s

will be on Thursday, July 29, at 9 am.

e There will be no Chapel Services
Juyd(new pastorod

July 11 ( church Picnic).

e The Trustees will meet on Tuesday, July 20 at

From the Editor

| thought summertime
was when things slowed down
at the church! Between the
Homecoming Service, Pastor
Romyds departure
meetings and new pastor prepa-
rations, it sure seems to be a
busy time.

Now comes July with the
Church Picnicl!
nic was such fun! Everyone
brought delicious assortments of
salads, vegetables and desserts.
The weather was nice and the
handbells sounded spectacular
with the natural acoustics of
Onancock Creek. Children
played in the yard and the con-
gregation seemed to enjoy the
food and fellowship.

Hearing a sermon while
outside is such a treat. | was

meal of spaghetti, salad, bread and desserts.
The Gleaners are high school and college stu-
wh o

go into

harvest and glean vegetables for the hungry.
Food is shipped all over the country to be dis-

S € rribiited By food banks and other sources.
Please let Connie Taylor, 665 -5058, know if
you can volunteer to help with this meal.

on Sunday,
9 and Sundayt,

worried last year that boaters mo-
toring by would interrupt the ser-
vice but that
was a nice opportunity to really
appreciate thesbountjful gifts of
living here on the Shore while at
worship and raising our voices in
song - all outside!

This year will be even
n@esspecigl lpeaause i willhé an -
opportunity for the congregation
to meet and visit with the new
pastor and his family. These
folks come to us from southwest
of Charlottesville and to them, a
creek is something you can almost
step over! Not too many crabs
live above the fall line! Crabbing
off of a dock will be a new experi-
ence for all of them!

As the temperature heats
up, the new family settles in and

things really do slow down, there
will be time for us to recharge our

d i dbatteries so that we have the en-

ergy to go full throttle during the
school year.

There will still be activi-
ties at the church - Vacation Bible
School is being planned, the cook-
books should arrive in late July/
early August and there will be the
changes and planning that come
with the arrival of a new pastor.

Summertime on the Shore
is a time to relish in the fresh pro-
duce, fresh seafood and beautiful
sunsets that go with the territory.
And crabbing off of the dock is
still fun - at any age!

Enjoy!

Lisa W. Lewis

July

fields
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